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Strengthening the security and resilience of at-risk religious sites and communities (SOAR) 
project is holding an online EU level Network Dialogue event on 20 September 2022 for 
network members, technical experts, agreed stakeholders, e.g., EU Commission, national 
government representatives, and identified academic institution representatives on the 
specific topic of Perimeter Security. 

The EU-funded project SOAR aims at increasing the awareness of, and capacity to prevent and 

mitigate physical and human security threats to places of worship through Security by Design 

(SBD). The concept of ‘Security by Design’ incorporates security features into the design and 

fabric of the building and its urban context.  

The project partners Enhancing Faith Institutions (EFI), the Network for Religious and 

Traditional Peacemakers, and the Architects’ Council of Europe (ACE) cooperate in this 

endeavour with an extensive network of professionals, including representatives from all 

majority and minority faiths practising within the EU. The project is supported by the United 

Nations Alliance of Civilisations.  

This network dialogue meeting seeks to contribute to the development of bespoke standards 
in relation to places of worship. This activity shall include consideration by working groups of 
whether standards or best practice guidance is required specifically for ensuring security by 
design for religious sites, whether planning for new construction, renovations, or security 
upgrades of existing facilities. This activity may explore aspects such as:  

1. The architecture, windows, structure, landscaping, perimeter, entrances/exits and all 
other physical elements.  

2. Surveillance, the control room, access control, screening equipment, alarm, detection 
systems, information security, and security related technology.  

3. Sensitive design principles for religious sites shall be explored to balance the need to 
provide a secure environment while creating the atmosphere of self-reflection that 
manifests from the form, space, scale, materiality, and light, in spiritual spaces. 

 
Date: 20 September 2022, 10 am – 12:00 pm 

Place: online - https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86826107344  

Registration link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/soar-eu-level-network-dialogue-

perimeter-security-of-religious-buildings-tickets-415241487467  
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Perimeter Security of Religious Buildings 

Agenda (CET): 

10:00 am Welcome message from the Architects’ Council of Europe (Dr. Veronika 

Schröpfer) 

10:10 am Presentation of the SOAR Project: Achievements so far, pilot countries and 

trainings, timelines, events, and resources available for you (Kaashif Awan, 

Enhancing Faith Institutions) 

10:30 am  Perimeter Security, a SOAR discussion note (Paul Smith, Enhancing Faith 

Institutions) 

10:50 am Reaching Sanctuary: a few words on perimeter protection from a practitioner 

(Hans Scheving, Architect) 

11:10 am  Interactive session with the audience using sli.do, Q&A 

11:30 am Perimeter protection vs. human and climatic factors in public spaces 

(Veronika Fáberová, Doverville CZ) 

11:50 am Final remarks (Dr. Veronika Schröpfer, Kaashif Awan) 

12:00 noon  Conclusions and End  

 

End of note. 

http://sli.do/

