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• The intrinsic value of heritage
• Economic, social, cultural and environmental values
• An invaluable educational resource
• A hub for community regeneration and enhances the quality of our villages, towns and countryside
• Anchors a sense of place for communities across the country and for our global diaspora
• Increased social cohesion and a greater sense of community
• Contribution of heritage to physical and mental wellbeing
• Need to build on international research and develop studies on the impact of heritage on our
health and well-being, and our economy, so as to focus future policy and investment.

Value Context
ALL HERITAGE IS OUR HERITAGE
Physical structure or established practice
• the intrinsic value of heritage:
• economic, social, cultural and environmental values

Knowledge and Understanding | UN SDG 4 Quality Education
Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong
learning opportunities for all
• [Religious] Heritage – as place and an invaluable educational
resource

Value Context

UN SDG 10 Reduced Inequalities and UN SDG 5 Gender Equality
Reduce inequality within and among countries …and genders
Shared Understanding, Social benefits
• increased social cohesion, sense of community, improved wellbeing, better health and learning outcomes
Us and Them/Other/Migrant cultures amongst us:
• important to build on international research and develop studies on
the importance and impact of heritage on our health and well-being,
and our economy, so as to focus future policy and investment
• Rooting out hidden bias

Value Context
Community gathering and Identity
UN SDG 11 Sustainable Cities and Communities
Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and
sustainable
•

[Religious] Heritage - a hub for community regeneration
[quality of our villages, towns and countryside]

Sense of belonging, Human Kinship, Cultural and Spatial
Orientation
• anchors a sense of place for communities across the country
and for our global diaspora

Sustainable Heritage

Fostering
Peace and
Security

• Conflict prevention
• Protect heritage
during conflict
• Promote conflict
resolution
• Contribute to postconflict recovery

• Protecting Biological and
Cultural diversity and
Ecosystem Services and
Environmental Benefits
Sustainability
• Strengthening resilience to
natural hazards and
climate change

• Contribute to inclusion
and equity
• Enhance quality of life and
wellbeing
Inclusive
• Respect, protect, promote
Social
human rights
Development
• Respect, consult, involve
indigenous peoples and
local communities
• Achieve gender equality
• Ensure growth,
employment, income,
livelihoods
• Promote economic
Inclusive
Economic
investment and quality
Development tourism
• Strengthen capacitybuilding, innovation and
local entrepreneurship

Sustainable Development Perspective in the Processes of The World Heritage
Adopted at World Heritage Convention at its 20th session (UNESCO, 2015)

Human Rights - embedded in the UN Charter that underpin
the very possibility for dignity, peace and sustainable
development; it is therefore essential to respect, protect and
promote these environmental, social, economic, and cultural
rights
Funded by the
European Union

3 General
principles:

BRAINSTORMING
REPORT
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Equality: conservation and management of World Heritage
properties should therefore contribute to reducing
inequalities, as well as its structural causes, including
discrimination and exclusion.

CULTURE AND THE UN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS:
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Sustainability: applying a long-term perspective to all processes
of decision-making within World Heritage properties, with a view
to fostering intergenerational equity, justice, and a world fit for
present and future generations.

What are the threats/damage to (religious) heritage?
(1) Structural loads, alterations and settlements
(2) Environment and anthropogenic actions
• Cyclic actions and climatic change
• Physical weathering and natural disasters
• Earthquakes
• Chemical and biological agents
• Fire
• Anthropogenic actions

What are the threats/damage to (religious) heritage? (2)
Anthropogenic actions
Inadequate historical alterations
Lack of maintenance and conservation
Inadequate restorations
Inadequate reconstruction
Destruction in wars and conflicts
Modern living and urbanization ( e.g.
vibrations and polution due to heavy
traffic)
• Tourism and cultural attraction
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mostar Bridge, 9 November 1993

Cultural Landscape and
Archaeological Remains of
the Bamiyan Valley
• artistic and religious
developments which
from the 1st to the 13th
centuries characterized
ancient Bakhtria,
integrating various
cultural influences into
the Gandhara school of
Buddhist art.
• numerous Buddhist
monastic ensembles and
sanctuaries, as well as
fortified edifices from the
Islamic period.
• testimony to the tragic
destruction by the
Taliban of the two
standing Buddha statues,
in March 2001.

Heritage at Risk

Learning from Active Destruction of Heritage

UNESCO/UNITAR Report, The State of Cultural Heritage in the Ancient City of Aleppo, 2018

World Heritage in/and Education Curricula-SDG 4
RECOMMENDATIONS : UN
• mapping of religious sites around the world which will
produce an online interactive tool to capture the
universality of religious sites and contribute to fostering
respect and understanding of their profound significance for
individuals and communities on every continent.
• Continue to develop strategies and tools aiming at
strengthening the protection of heritage, including that of
religious interest, and preventing the instrumentalization of
culture from exacerbating religious differences and
tensions.
• Pursue efforts on the prevention of violent extremism
through education- within the framework of Global
Citizenship Education- to foster respect and appreciation for
diversity
https://www.un.org/sg/sites/www.un.org.sg/files/atoms/files/12-09-2019-UNAOC-PoAReligious-Sites.pdf

Natural and Cultural Heritage of the Ohrid Region
https://www.worldheritagesite.org/list/Ohrid+Region

RECOMMENDATIONS :

STATES/GOVERNMENTS

Develop multi-disciplinary national plans anchored in the
Sustainable Development Goals to prevent violent extremism/…
terrorism.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Promoting interfaith and intercultural dialogue
Involvement of civil society … integrate young people in decision-making
Mainstream gender in the design and implementation of plans and
actions
Invest in gender-sensitive research and data collection on women’s roles
in preventing violent extremism
Invest in education from an early age to ensure access to curricula that
promotes tolerance and mutual understanding
Strengthen national mechanisms to promote the peaceful resolution of
conflicts
Make use of current tools and mechanisms offered by the United Nations
system

Cross-sectoral Perspective: Disaster Risks Managing for Heritage
Some of the most common hazards that may lead to a
disaster (WMO; ICSU, 2007):
• Meteorological: hurricanes, tornadoes, heat-waves, lightning, fire;
• Hydrological: floods, flash-floods, tsunamis;
• Geological: volcanoes, earthquakes, mass movement (falls, slides,
slumps);
• Astrophysical: meteorites;
• Biological: epidemics, pests;
• Human-induced: armed conflict, fire, pollution, infrastructure
failure or collapse, civil unrest and terrorism;
https://whc.unesco.org/document/10
4522

• Climate change: increased storm frequency and severity, glacial
lake outburst floods (GLOF)

Disaster Risks Managing Cycle
Three main stages of Disaster Risk Management:
before, during and after disasters (Figure 1).
(1) Before:
• Preparedness activities including risk assessment,
prevention and mitigation measures for specific
hazards (maintenance and monitoring, and
formulating and implementing various disaster
management policies and programmes);
• Emergency preparedness including measures such as
creating an emergency team, an evacuation plan and
procedures, warning systems and drills and temporary
storage.
https://whc.unesco.org/document/10
4522, 13

Disaster Risks Managing Cycle

(cont.)

(2) During a disaster situation [which is usually considered
to last for the first 72 hours after the incident]:
various emergency response procedures for saving people
as well as heritage need to be developed and practised
beforehand;
(3) After the disaster activities include damage
assessment, treatment of damaged components of the
heritage property through interventions such as repairs,
restoration and retrofitting and recovery or rehabilitation
activities.

Record of targeted destruction of Magribija Mosque in Sarajevo,
Warchitecture, 1993 (Source: Architects Association of Bosnia and
Herzegovina)

Note that DRM is concerned with preparedness
for all these activities to be undertaken before, during and
after the disaster. The experience of responding to and
recovering from a disaster provides an opportunity to
review the DRM plan for the property, based on its
successes and failures.

Disaster Risks Managing Partners
Partners and stakeholders at local level:
• Local community leaders and organizations can play a responsible
role to mobilize the community for active participation in the
formulation and implementation of the plan;
• Schools, hospitals, religious groups and other formal and informal
institutions may need to be approached to identify potential
collaboration or information sharing;
• Special resources might be deployed in remote locations,
particularly when preparing to help in evacuation or other rescue
needs;

Cover of the Special issue Warchitecture,
1993 (Source: Author)

At national level:
• Military and police forces and volunteer groups, should be made
aware of the response plans within the property and be well
trained to support their implementation if required.

Guiding Principles
RESPECT for all peoples, regardless of their faith,
culture and history
RESPONSIBILITY to build bridges of mutual
understanding and cooperation
DIVERSITY to accept and respect the differences
among human beings
DIALOGUE as a tool to better communicate and engage with one
other
SOLIDARITY to support and share compassion for one another,
particularly in times of sorrow or trouble

22 August -the International Day
Commemorating the Victims of Acts of
Violence Based on Religion or Belief

STANDING TOGETHER as one to respond with unity to attempts to
divide us
STAYING TOGETHER as one to ensure that unity in response to
attacks against religious sites is sustained and reinforced overtime

https://www.un.org/sg/sites/www.un.org.sg/files/atoms/files/12-09-2019-UNAOC-PoA-Religious-Sites.pdf

World Heritage and Education Curricula
• Developing and cultivate a curricula on World Heritage,
Sustainability and Conservation
• Acknowledge and support internationalisation of
education, adjusting educational narratives to offer
balanced and inclusive perspectives on heritage
• Combine perspectives of Culture, Humanities and
Technical/Engineering sciences
• Capitalise on the combined knowledge accumulated at
the intersection of cross-disciplinary bodies, public sector
officials , civil society interest groups and communities
• Encourage learning by doing, problem solving and case
study approaches
World Heritage Assignment, 3rd year Interior
Architecture, Ireland ( Source: Author)

World Heritage and Education Curricula

NEB Collective- Voices of cultural and creative professions, April 2021

EU and the New European Bauhaus

High Quality Baukultur-DAVOS Quality Principles

CONSERVATION GUIDELINES

SDG 4/12/13

How Not to Install New Equipment on Historic Building
Climate control measure

Security/Surveillance measure

Safeguarding Multiculturalism
• Education, eucation, education
• Respect
• Care
• Contextual Approach
Sarajevo 1492 – 1992 - 2022

Old Temple-Bosnian Cultural Centre
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