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Research background 

In Hungary, we have been conducting research since 2018 to examine legal options and policing 

methods to increase security in order to protect Christian sites in Europe. During the research, 

we outlined the following questions/hypotheses: 

- Whether the concept of critical infrastructure could be extended to provide a legal basis for 

the protection of Christian holy places and the strengthening of the security of Christian 

communities. 

o To define long-term strategic objectives, we have examined the concept of critical 

infrastructure and its elements, with a view to the possibility of reorganising the 

commonly used conceptual framework in order to protect Christian holy places. 

o In order to broaden the definition of critical infrastructure, we have studied the 

essential criteria for a particular infrastructure (or part of it) to be considered critical. In 

defining these, we have considered the following: 

The population-related impact. 

As a result of the growing social demand for holy places and religious experiences, 

individual or group participation in related events is becoming more widespread and 

stronger. Visiting a church or place of worship is primarily of religious origin, but it can 

also take place because of the cultural, historical, and architectural significance of the 

holy place. Christianity is the largest religion in the world. The number of followers 

reaches two billion. It follows that individual or group attacks on Christian holy places 

have a related effect on society as a whole in terms of the number of potential victims 

and the destruction of the holy place. 

Political and governmental impact 

The consequences of attacks on Christian holy sites, which have a direct impact on 

political and state leadership, must also be taken into account. The state has a duty to 

protect its citizens from violent attacks. The atrocity against Christians can be 

considered a specific attack from a law enforcement point of view, as they are attacked 

in a social environment and infrastructure where they are fully exposed. If the state does 

not take relevant steps to address the security problem that has arisen, unstable 

governance could occur in extreme cases. 

Psychological effects 

We examined the form of psychological effects that can cause significant changes in 

society, communities, and individuals after a series of attacks on certain communities in 

society - broken down over time. The international research examined has shown that 



some psychological effects can be measured more strongly in the two weeks following 

the incident, followed by a steady decline after the sixth month. 

Examination of law enforcement specialities (2019-2022) 

As a first step, we analysed risk management techniques and established a workable hierarchy 

in order to examine which Christian holy sites are most at risk within a given country. This 

research was complemented by the application of a mathematical analytical model. The study 

is entitled: Law enforcement analysis of the protection and threats to Christian holy sites in 

Europe. In the course of our research, we examined the security options for the location, 

accessibility, and evacuation of Christian holy places. Based on the data obtained, we have 

identified the level of potential security risk, which can be used to identify the law enforcement, 

national security or, where appropriate, private security bodies that can ensure the adoption and 

implementation of measures to mitigate the risk. 

Changes in church architecture in terms of safety and security design 

We examined the fact that not only Hungarian but also European church architecture has 

undergone a radical transformation in recent decades. The thick walls and porthole-like 

windows typical of medieval churches have almost completely disappeared. It is clear that the 

lighter structural elements came to the fore. As a result of the changes that have taken place, 

churches built in recent decades no longer provide strong protection and security against certain 

terrorist attacks. As the churches are the most endangered of the Christian holy places, the 

security of these buildings needs to be strengthened in order to protect the occupants. As making 

churches safer by rebuilding them is not an alternative due to the costs involved, the protection 

and protection of the living by strong and technical means must be a priority. 

Strengthening the protective role of Christian holy places 

In our research, we sought answers to the form in which the protection of Christian holy places, 

especially churches, could be implemented in terms of law enforcement and private security. 

At present, neither in Hungary nor in the European Union are Christian holy sites given special 

protection by the state. In the present situation, security conditions have to be created by each 

parish itself, should the need arise. The research was based on the idea that, due to the large 

number and specificity of Christian holy places, it would be necessary to raise them among the 

vital infrastructures so that a solid foundation could be created for their protection.  

Combining architecture and law enforcement concept 

In the next phase of our research, we sought answers to a combination of architectural and 

policing concepts. Our main goal was to be able to prove our hypothesis that the direct public 

space of Christian holy places should be supplemented with architectural public works of art 

that support the work of law enforcement agencies and increase the individual’s sense of 

security. We examined security risks for the integrability of digital, architectural, mechanical, 

electronic, and physical protection. 

Placement of digital and online public devices 

o Smart benches, smart lighting devices, smart public cameras, digital information 

boards; 

o Voice and motion based emergency tools; 



The other approach of our research focused on strengthening the security of Christian 

holy places, especially church interiors. 

- Ensure the applicability of electronic signaling systems 

o Outdoor motion sensors 

o Microwave motion detectors 

o Step sensors 

o Infrared barriers 

o Opening sensors: 

o Glass break sensors: 

o Step sensors 

 

- Establishment of remote and video surveillance systems (strengthening preventive 

nature) 

 

- Mechanical protection 

o Tools to help secure personal access. 

 Metal detector gates; 

o Tools to help protect church people. 

 Alarm devices; 

 Placement of panic buttons; 

o Developing live security for frequented Christian holy places; 

 Involvement of a private security specialty to ensure the protection of Christian holy 

places; - Ecclesiastical authority. 


