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EDITORIAL NOTE
We are delighted to share with you our October 2023 Newsletter! 

This issue of the Newsletter showcases events and publications relevant to the field of SOAR work. 

As per our monthly tradition, the SOAR team identified 191 media-documented attacks against places of worship and related
incidents during the month of October 2023. 

info@soarproject.eu

www.soarproject.eu

Disclaimer: The content of this document represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole responsibility.
The European Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the information it contains. 
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https://www.facebook.com/SOAREurope
https://twitter.com/SOARProjectEU
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Ten Million for Security
at Jewish Schools &
Synagogues
W H E R E : S W E D E N

The Swedish government is
providing ten million for security at
Jewish schools and synagogues.
The increased allocation for
security measures in the 2024
budget bill is also viewed positively,
as it signals the government's
commitment to strengthening
security and combating anti-
Semitism during these challenging
times.

Read more here.

Increasing Security
around Jewish Schools
& Synagogues
W H E N :  O C T O B E R
W H E R E :  G E R M A N Y ,  F R A N C E ,
I T A L Y ,  S P A I N ,  B E L G I U M

In light of recent tensions, there
has been a sharp increase in hate
attacks and discrimination against
different communities across
Europe. To counter these security
concerns a number of European
governments (e.g., France,
Germany, Italy, Spain, Belgium)
implemented a set of measures
aimed at increasing the security of
Jewish institutions.  

Read more here, and here. 

https://www.judiskacentralradet.se/single-post/regeringen-ger-tio-miljoner-f%C3%B6r-s%C3%A4kerhet-vid-skolor-och-synagogor
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2023/oct/09/governments-in-europe-bolster-security-amid-spike-in-antisemitism-online
https://www.brusselstimes.com/729984/belgium-tightens-security-around-jewish-schools-and-places-of-worship
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Antisemitic Cases in
Austria
W H E N :  O C T O B E R
W H E R E :  A U S T R I A

The Swiss Association of Jewish
Communities (SIG) has reported
approximately 32 anti-Semitic
attacks in Switzerland since the
onset of the conflict with Hamas on
October 7th. This marks a
significant increase from the usual
annual count of around 50 cases.
Notably, there has been a surge in
serious anti-Semitic incidents,
including physical assaults.

Read more here. 

Antisemitic Cases in
Switzerland
W H E N :  O C T O B E R
W H E R E :  S W I T Z E R L A N D

In October 2023, antisemitic
incidents have tripled in Austria
compared to the previous year.
Since the recent escalation of
violence between Hamas and
Israel, the Vienna Jewish
Community (IKG) has documented
76 antisemitic attacks, representing
a 300% increase compared to the
whole of 2022.

Read more here.

https://www.blick.ch/news/verunsicherte-schweizer-juden-gravierende-faelle-von-antisemitismus-nehmen-zu-id19077752.html
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/austria-sees-sharp-rise-in-acts-of-antisemitism/
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Islamophobic Cases in
Germany
W H E N :  O C T O B E R
W H E R E :  G E R M A N Y

A recent report from the Federal
Association of Departments for
Research and Information on
Antisemitism (RIAS) has recorded
202 antisemitic incidents in
Germany between October 7th and
15th. These incidents surged in the
week following the attack on Israel,
representing a 240% increase
compared to the same period last
year. 

Read more here. 

Antisemitic incidents
in Germany
W H E N :  O C T O B E R
W H E R E :  G E R M A N Y

Claim has raised concerns about a
surge in anti-Muslim racism in
Germany amid the ongoing Middle
East conflict. Within the past two
and a half weeks, Claim has
documented 53 cases of anti-
Muslim threats, violence, and
discrimination, averaging three
incidents per day.  Claim also
suspects a significant number of
unreported incidents,
encompassing anti-Muslim
agitation on social media.

Read more here.

https://report-antisemitism.de/documents/2023-10-18_antisemitische_reaktionen_in_deutschland_auf_die_hamas-massaker_in_israel.pdf
https://www.migazin.de/2023/11/02/nahost-konflikt-deutschland-claim-drei/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
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Islamophobia online
W H E N :  O C T O B E R
W H E R E :  O N L I N E

As of October 18, 2023, RIAS Berlin
has recorded 70 anti-Semitic
incidents. This numbers are
preliminary. The 70 documented
incidents mark a threefold increase
in anti-Semitic incidents compared
to the same period in the previous
year when 25 incidents were
recorded. The increase underscores
a concerning surge in anti-
Semitism.

Read more here. 

Antisemitic incidents
in Berlin
W H E N :  O C T O B E R
W H E R E :  G E R M A N Y

The Institute for Strategic Dialogue,
reports a spike in islamophobia
online. According to ISD “The
number of posts containing anti-
Muslim keywords spiked during
the weekend of Hamas’ terrorist
attacks on 7-8 October, resulting in
a 422% increase from the previous
two days. The entire week of
Hamas’ terrorist attacks (7-13 Oct)
saw an increase of 250% in anti-
Muslim hate compared to the
previous week.”

Read more here.

https://t.co/2WqdK96e7S
https://www.isdglobal.org/digital_dispatches/use-of-words-phrases-and-hashtags-associated-with-anti-muslim-mobilisation-surges-amid-israel-gaza-conflict/
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Online follow-up meeting
to women’s Safety &
Security Training
W H E N :  0 7  N O V E M B E R
W H E R E :  O N L I N E

On the 31st of October, the SOAR
Project organised an Online follow-
up Meeting on Women's Safety and
Security Training. The online event
obtained feedback as well as
provided additional information and
useful resources surrounding the
issue of women’s safety and security.

If you would like to register for the
upcoming events please do so here. 

Online follow-up meeting
to women’s Safety &
Security Training
W H E N :  3 1 S T  O C T O B E R
W H E R E :  O N L I N E

On the 07th of November, the SOAR
Project organised an Online follow-
up Meeting on Women's Safety and
Security Training. The online event
obtained feedback as well as
provided additional information and
useful resources surrounding the
issue of women’s safety and security.

If you would like to register for the
upcoming events please do so here. 

https://soarproject.eu/event/online-follow-up-meeting-to-womens-safety-security-training-4/
https://soarproject.eu/event/online-follow-up-meeting-to-womens-safety-security-training-4/
https://soarproject.eu/event/online-follow-up-meeting-to-womens-safety-security-training-4/
https://soarproject.eu/events/
https://soarproject.eu/event/online-follow-up-meeting-to-womens-safety-security-training-4/
https://soarproject.eu/event/online-follow-up-meeting-to-womens-safety-security-training-4/
https://soarproject.eu/event/online-follow-up-meeting-to-womens-safety-security-training-4/
https://soarproject.eu/events/
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Online follow-up meeting
to women’s Safety &
Security Training
W H E N :  O C T O B E R
W H E R E :  G E R M A N Y

On the 14th of November, the SOAR
Project organised an Online follow-
up Meeting on Women's Safety and
Security Training. The online event
obtained feedback as well as
provided additional information and
useful resources surrounding the
issue of women’s safety and security.

If you would like to register for the
upcoming events please do so here. 

Online follow-up meeting
to women’s Safety &
Security Training
W H E N :  1 4  N O V E M B E R
W H E R E :  O N L I N E

On the 21st of November, the SOAR
Project organised an Online follow-
up Meeting on Women's Safety and
Security Training. The online event
obtained feedback as well as
provided additional information and
useful resources surrounding the
issue of women’s safety and security.

If you would like to register for the
upcoming events please do so here. 

https://soarproject.eu/event/online-follow-up-meeting-to-womens-safety-security-training-4/
https://soarproject.eu/event/online-follow-up-meeting-to-womens-safety-security-training-4/
https://soarproject.eu/event/online-follow-up-meeting-to-womens-safety-security-training-4/
https://soarproject.eu/events/
https://soarproject.eu/event/online-follow-up-meeting-to-womens-safety-security-training-4/
https://soarproject.eu/event/online-follow-up-meeting-to-womens-safety-security-training-4/
https://soarproject.eu/event/online-follow-up-meeting-to-womens-safety-security-training-4/
https://soarproject.eu/events/
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The ongoing conflict in the Middle
East is significantly affecting the
security and stability of European
communities. Recent incidents
underscore the growing security
apprehensions in Europe. Amid this
conflict, religious communities in
Europe, especially the Jewish and
Muslim communities, are
witnessing a notable surge in hate-
related attacks.

This survey aims to gather
information regarding cases of
incidents at and against places of
worship following the start of the
Middle East conflict. It seeks to
raise awareness of the prevailing
threats faced by religious sites and
communities in Europe.

FRENCH GERMAN

https://forms.gle/fpfoRVoTDZbYY66g6
https://forms.gle/fpfoRVoTDZbYY66g6
https://forms.gle/c6rTeYecjeypSssA7
https://forms.gle/fpfoRVoTDZbYY66g6
https://forms.gle/1wNvJmNKrbMopfu66
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Media Documented Attacks
Against Places of Worship and

Related Incidents
OCTOBER 2023

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  n u m b e r s  d o  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  t r u e  e x t e n t  o f  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t
r e l i g i o u s  s i t e s  w i t h i n  t h e  g i v e n  t i m e f r a m e .  R a t h e r ,  i t  i s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  s o m e
i n c i d e n t s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  a n d  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  m e d i a  ( i n c l u d i n g  s o c i a l  m e d i a ) .

191
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Incidents
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*We would like to commend the German authorities for excellent reporting of crimes against places
of worship on the PressePortal. 
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https://www.presseportal.de/suche/synagogue/blaulicht
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Women & Youth
Safety & Security
Training
The SOAR Project is committed to
help keep communities safe. As
part of our project we deliver
women and youth safety and
security training.

If you would like to request a SOAR
training please do so Here.

Registration for upcoming events:
Here.

SOAR Resources
SOAR is delighted to present to
you the most important
publications in the field of security
of places of worship.

Our Resources page contains SOAR
and other publications that are
designed to aid you in keeping
your place of worship safe.

The Resources page is available
Here.

Disclaimer: The content of this document represents the views of the author only and is his/her
sole responsibility. The European Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that may
be made of the information it contains. 

This project has received funding from the European Union’s ISFP-2020- AG-Protect programme
under grant agreement No: 101034222

https://soarproject.eu/event-request/
https://soarproject.eu/event-request/
https://soarproject.eu/event-request/
https://soarproject.eu/portfolio-items/women-and-youth-safety-and-security-awareness-training/
https://soarproject.eu/events/
https://soarproject.eu/resources/

