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EDITORIAL NOTE 


We are delighted to share with you our July 2023 Newsletter! 

This issue of the Newsletter showcases the women's safety and security training event in Antwerp, Belgium that the SOAR project
carried out in July. This issue also includes information on events and publications relevant to the field of SOAR work. 

As per our monthly tradition, the SOAR team identified 127 media-documented attacks against places of worship and related
incidents during the month of July 2023. 

info@soarproject.eu

www.soarproject.eu

Disclaimer: The content of this document represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole responsibility.
The European Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the information it contains. 

Hallstatt, Austria

https://www.facebook.com/SOAREurope
https://twitter.com/SOARProjectEU
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFbE0F1CLvYX2TEKBAfFIVw/featured
https://www.ace-cae.eu/
https://efiorg.eu/
https://efiorg.eu/
https://efiorg.eu/
https://efiorg.eu/
https://efiorg.eu/
https://efiorg.eu/
https://efiorg.eu/
https://soarproject.eu/
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Women’s Safety &
Security Training
W H E N :  0 9  J U L Y
W H E R E :  A N T W E R P

On the 9th of July 2023, the SOAR
project delivered a Women's Safety
& Security Training in Antwerp,
Belgium. The information and
engagement were centred around
the women’s experience within
their place of worship and opened
up a dialogue on their experiences,
any concerns or safety issues and
the role they want to take on to
lead and help strengthen the
security within their institution. 

10 Security Tips for
Women
W H E N :  J U L Y

In July 2023, the SOAR Project
published 10 Security Tips for
Women Walking to and from a
place of worship. The new resource
document aims to aid women in
increasing their security in the
vicinity of their place of worship. 

The document can be found here.

https://soarproject.eu/
https://soarproject.eu/event/women-and-youth-safety-and-security-training-in-berlin/
https://soarproject.eu/resource/10-tips-for-women-walking-to-and-from-a-place-of-worship/
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Austrian Police Hate
Crime Report
W H E N :  2 0 2 2
W H E R E :  A U S T R I A

Enhancing Faith Institutions
published the 2nd Quarterly Report
2023. 

The report includes information
regarding EFI's work during the
months of April, May, and June
2023. The issue discusses the
delivery of SOAR Women's Safety
and Security Training, Muslim
European Empowerment
Conference, and the EFI report on
incidents against places of worship.

The report can be found here.  

EFI 2nd Quarterly
Report
W H E N :  J U L Y

The Austrian Federal Ministry of the
Interior published the annual Hate
Crime Report 2022. According to
the report, in 2022, the Austrian
police recorded 5,865 hate crimes.
Out of the 5,865 hate crimes, 
630 cases are based on religion, 373
cases based on skin colour, 1,968
cases based on national/ethnic
origin, and 2,466 cases based on
belief. 

The report can be found here. 

https://efiorg.eu/resource/first-quarterly-report-2/
https://soarproject.eu/event/online-follow-up-meeting-on-womens-safety-security-training/
https://www.bmi.gv.at/news.aspx?id=534F47625469375866706B3D
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Research paper on
antisemitism
W H E N :  J U L Y

The Humanities and Social
Sciences Communications journal
published a paper that looks at
whether antisemitism is more
common among left or right-wing
individuals. The study shows that
antisemitism is "associated with a
conspiracist view of the world, a
desire to overturn the social order,
and a preference for authoritarian
forms of government. The paper is
authored by Daniel Allington, David
Hirsh, and Louise Katz.

The research paper can be found
here. 

Anti-Semitic
attitudes in Germany
W H E N :  J U L Y  
W H E R E :  GE R M A N Y

In July, the Konrad Adenauer
Foundation published the
"Antisemitic Attitudes in Germany"
paper. According to the paper a
"large majority of the German
population firmly rejects anti-
Semitic statements." However, the
paper also uncovered that "people
with left-wing and right-wing
extremist attitudes exhibit
significantly more anti-Semitic
attitudes." 

The research paper can be found
here. 

https://doi.org/10.1057/s41599-023-01624-y
https://www.kas.de/documents/252038/22161843/Antisemitische+Einstellungen+in+Deutschland.pdf/cead70cb-a767-65f8-82a1-5f3537c409d1
https://soarproject.eu/event/womens-safety-security-training-in-antwerp/
https://www.kas.de/documents/252038/22161843/Antisemitische+Einstellungen+in+Deutschland.pdf/cead70cb-a767-65f8-82a1-5f3537c409d1
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Anti-Semitic
incidents in Lower
Saxony

RIAS has published the Anti-
Semitic incidents in Lower Saxony
2022 report.  The report documents
100 anti-Semitic incidents. 86
incidents were clarified as abusive
behaviour, 2 mass letters, 2 attacks,
2 extreme violence cases, 6
damages to property, and 2 threats. 

If you would like to access the
report please do so here. 

Protecting human
rights defenders at
risk

On the 11th of July 2023, the
European Union Agency for
Fundamental Rights published the
"Protecting human rights
defenders at risk: EU entry, stay and
support" report.  The report
"outlines how human rights
defenders can enter and stay in the
EU when they need protection." 

If you would like to access the
report please do so here. 

W H E N :  2 0 2 2
W H E R E :  G E R M A N Y

W H E R E :  E U R O P E

https://report-antisemitism.de/documents/Antisemtische_Vorfaelle_in_Niedersachsen_2022_Jahresbericht_RIAS_Niedersachsen.pdf
https://report-antisemitism.de/documents/Antisemtische_Vorfaelle_in_Niedersachsen_2022_Jahresbericht_RIAS_Niedersachsen.pdf
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2023/human-rights-defenders
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2023/human-rights-defenders#read-online
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Media Documented Attacks
Against Places of Worship and

Related Incidents
JULY 2023

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  n u m b e r s  d o  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  t r u e  e x t e n t  o f  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t
r e l i g i o u s  s i t e s  w i t h i n  t h e  g i v e n  t i m e f r a m e .  R a t h e r ,  i t  i s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  s o m e
i n c i d e n t s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  a n d  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  m e d i a .

127
Attacks & Related

Incidents

Place of Worship

Christian

Muslim

Jewish

Cemetery

(Attempted) Theft/Break-in

Threat Letters

Arson/Fire

Damage/vandalism/smearing

Other (Disturbance of mass, Destruction of
religious objects, Indecent behaviour, Racist
abuse, Russian aggression in Ukraine)
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*We would like to commend the German authorities for excellent reporting of crimes on the
PressePortal. 

https://www.presseportal.de/suche/synagogue/blaulicht
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Women & Youth
Safety & Security
Training
The SOAR Project is committed to
help keep communities safe. As
part of our project we deliver
women and youth safety and
security training.

If you would like to request a SOAR
training please do so Here.

Registration for upcoming events:
Here.

SOAR Resources
SOAR is delighted to present to
you the most important
publications in the field of security
of places of worship.

Our Resources page contains SOAR
and other publications that are
designed to aid you in keeping
your place of worship safe.

The Resources page is available
Here.

Disclaimer: The content of this document represents the views of the author only and is his/her
sole responsibility. The European Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that may
be made of the information it contains. 

This project has received funding from the European Union’s ISFP-2020- AG-Protect programme
under grant agreement No: 101034222

https://soarproject.eu/event-request/
https://soarproject.eu/event-request/
https://soarproject.eu/portfolio-items/women-and-youth-safety-and-security-awareness-training/
https://soarproject.eu/events/
https://soarproject.eu/resources/

