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EDITORIAL NOTE

WORKING TO KEEP PLACES OF WORSHIP AND

COMMUNITIES SAFE IN EUROPE

We are excited to share with you our February 2023
Newsletter! 

This Newsletter showcases the SOAR project's work over the
month of February and informs you about our plans ahead.
The SOAR project carried out 3 National Policy Dialogues, 1
Management Retreat, 2 Protective Security Training Events
and one National Brief. Furthermore, this issue showcases the
upcoming February events in our 7 pilot countries.

As per our usual tradition, we recorded 90 Media Documented
Attacks Against Places of Worship and Related Incidents
between 01 February to 28 February.

Disclaimer: The content of this document represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole responsibility.
The European Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the information it contains. 
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SOAR – NATIONAL POLICY

DIALOGUE, FRANCE

The SOAR project carried out a National
Policy Dialogue, addressing one of our pilot
countries-France. The event took place
online on the 02nd of February 2023.

At the national policy-dialogues we bring
relevant stakeholders to raise awareness
amongst and increase collaboration
between religious communities, law
enforcements and policymakers, and thus
achieve an enhanced dialogue and
exchange between the stakeholders.

The SOAR Project through EFI, organised a
two-day leadership retreat in France for
selected faith leaders, institution
management and volunteers in France,
Belgium and Holland involved in religious
institutions who have been engaged already
in the SOAR programme. 

The two-day leadership retreat is an
important opportunity to gather key
leadership from different faith groups in
France to receive specialist leadership
training, detailed support and have dialogue
engagement.

SOAR MANAGEMENT

RETREAT

W H E N :  0 3 - 0 5  F E B R U A R Y

W H E R E :  L I L L E ,  F R A N C E

W H E N :  0 2  F R A N C E

W H E R E :  O N L I N E

https://soarproject.eu/soar-european-management-retreat/


S O A R  |  I S S U E  2 0  0 3 :  W W W . S O A R P R O J E C T . E U

The SOAR project carried out a National
Policy Dialogue, addressing one of our pilot
countries-Hungary. The event took place
online on the 09 of February 2023.

At the national policy-dialogues we bring
relevant stakeholders to raise awareness
amongst and increase collaboration
between religious communities, law
enforcements and policymakers, and thus
achieve an enhanced dialogue and
exchange between the stakeholders.

The SOAR project carried out a National
Policy Dialogue, addressing one of our pilot
countries-Austria. The event took place
online on the 15 of February 2023.

At the national policy dialogues we bring
relevant stakeholders to raise awareness
amongst and increase collaboration
between religious communities, law
enforcements and policymakers and thus
achieve an enhanced dialogue and
exchange between the stakeholders.

NATIONAL POLICY

DIALOGUE-AUSTRIA

W H E N :  1 5  F E B R U A R Y

W H E R E :  O N L I N E

W H E N :  0 9  F E B R U A R Y

W H E R E :  O N L I N E

NATIONAL POLICY

DIALOGUE-HUNGARY
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TRAINING EVENT – TATA

The SOAR project delivered a Regional
Protective Security Training event on the
16th of February 2023, in Tata, Hungary. 

In attendance were various faith leaders,
faith institution management, Architects and
community members and volunteers from
Places of Worship. 

If you would like to request a training event
please do so here. 

If you would like to register for our
upcoming events, please do so here.

The SOAR project delivered a Regional
Protective Security Training event on the
18th of February 2023, in The Hague, The
Netherlands. 

In attendance were various faith leaders,
faith institution management, Architects and
community members and volunteers from
Places of Worship. 

If you would like to register for our
upcoming events, please do so here.

TRAINING EVENT – THE

HAGUE

W H E N :  1 6  F E B R U A R Y

W H E R E :  T A T A ,  H U N G A R Y

W H E N :  1 8  F E B R U A R Y

W H E R E :  T H E  H A G U E ,  T H E

N E T H E R L A N D S

https://soarproject.eu/soar-regional-protective-security-training-in-tata-hungary/
https://soarproject.eu/event-request/
https://soarproject.eu/events/
https://soarproject.eu/events/
https://soarproject.eu/soar-regional-protective-security-training-in-the-hague-the-netherlands-2/
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DENMARK NATIONAL

BRIEF

On the 28th of February 2023, the SOAR
project delivered a National Brief event in
Denmark. 

This national event consisted of
presentations and networking opportunities,
bringing together faith communities, faith
leaders, architects, law enforcement and
public officials. The national briefing will
provide insight into the work of SOAR in
Denmark, sharing the impact and outcomes
of our training & engagements in the
country over the past two years. 

This national event will consist of
presentations and networking opportunities,
bringing together faith communities, faith
leaders, architects, law enforcement and
public officials. 

The national briefing will provide insight into
the work of SOAR in The Netherlands,
sharing the impact and outcomes of our
training & engagements in the country over
the past two years. The event will also allow
attendees to share thoughts and insight.

NATIONAL BRIEF – THE

NETHERLANDS

W H E N :  2 8  F E B R U A R Y

W H E R E :  C O P E N H A G E N ,  D E N M A R K

W H E N :  0 1  M A R C H

W H E R E :  T H E  H A G U E ,  T H E

N E T H E R L A N D S

https://soarproject.eu/
https://soarproject.eu/
https://soarproject.eu/
https://soarproject.eu/event/national-brief-netherlands/
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SOAR MANAGEMENT

RETREAT – MUNICH

We are delighted to announce a SOAR
Management Retreat in Munich, Germany,
taking place on from the 3rd to the 5th of
March 2023. Registration available upon
invitation. 

The two-day leadership retreat is an
important opportunity to gather key
leadership from different faith groups in
Germany to receive specialist leadership
training, detailed support, and have
dialogue engagement as a leadership group
to help shape a plan of action and support
for at-risk communities across Germany.

We are delighted to announce a SOAR
Protective Security Training event in Linz,
Austria, taking place on the 12th of March
2023. 

The training will help attendees to
understand the security risks and principles
of risk reduction for Places of Worship,
enabling them to undertake and implement
risk reduction measures. 

If you would like to register for the event
please do so here. To register for our
upcoming events please do so here. 

W H E N :  1 2  M A R C H

W H E R E :  L I N Z ,  A U S T R I A

W H E N :  0 3 - 0 5  M A R C H  

W H E R E :  M U N I C H ,  G E R M A N Y

TRAINING EVENT – LINZ

https://soarproject.eu/event/soar-management-retreat-munich/
https://soarproject.eu/event/training-event-linz/
https://soarproject.eu/events/
https://soarproject.eu/event/training-event-linz/
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ADVISORY BOARD

MEETING - BRUSSELS

The SOAR Project will hold an Advisory
Board meeting on the 13th of March 2023.  

The meeting is to be attended by the
consortium members and the advisory
board. More information on the advisory
board members can be found here. The
SOAR Project is working to advance the
protection and safeguarding of places of
worship across Europe. To keep up with our
upcoming events please follow our SOAR
website and social media channels. 

The SOAR project is delighted to announce
the European Policy Briefing Event on the
14th of March 2023.

The briefing event will bring together
relevant stakeholders to raise awareness
amongst and increase collaboration
between religious communities, law
enforcements and policymakers and thus
achieve an enhanced dialogue and
exchange between the stakeholders on the
European level.

SOAR EUROPEAN POLICY

BRIEFING EVENT

W H E N :  1 3  M A R C H

W H E R E :  B R U S S E L S ,  B E L G I U M

W H E N :  1 4  M A R C H

W H E R E :  B R U S S E L S ,  B E L G I U M

https://soarproject.eu/advisory-board/
https://soarproject.eu/advisory-board/
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NATIONAL BRIEF –

BELGIUM

This national event will consist of
presentations and networking opportunities,
bringing together faith communities, faith
leaders, architects, law enforcement and
public officials. 

The national briefing will provide insight into
the work of SOAR in Belgium, sharing the
impact and outcomes of our training &
engagements in the country over the past
two years. The event will also allow
attendees to share thoughts and insights.

The European Union for Fundamental
Rights opened for participation the EU
Antisemitism Survey. The survey will be
open until 26th of March and addresses 13
EU countries. 

This survey aims to "provide important
evidence to the European Union (EU),
national policy-makers, Jewish community
organizations as well as wider civil society
on issues related to Jewish life today,
including experiences of anti-Semitism."

EU ANTISEMITISM SURVEY

OPEN FOR PARTICIPATION 

W H E N :  P R E S E N T - 2 6  M A R C H  

W H E N :  1 5  M A R C H

W H E R E :  B R U S S E L S ,  B E L G I U M

https://soarproject.eu/event/soar-national-brief-belgium-brussels/
https://soarproject.eu/
https://soarproject.eu/
https://soarproject.eu/
https://www.eujews.eu/lang/ro/faq.html#why-is-the-survey-needed
https://www.eujews.eu/
https://www.eujews.eu/
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Germany
01-02 February: Cemetery vandalism.
02 February: Church theft. 
03 February: Cemetery theft. 
03-05 February: Church theft. 
04 February: Jewish cemetery vandalised.
06 February: Cemetery vandalism.
06-07 February: Church damage. 
08-10 February: Church theft. 
09 February: Church break-in. 
09-10 February: Church break-in. 
09-14 February: Cemetery theft. 
10 February: Church fire. 
10 February: Church fire. 
11 February: Cemetery theft. 
11-12 February: Cemetery damage. 
12 February: Church theft.
14 February: Theft in the Cemetery.
14 February: Church offering box broken
into. 
14 February: Church theft. 
15-17 February: Offering box broken open
in a church. 
15-21 February: Cemetery damage.
15-20 February: Cemetery theft. 
17-18 February: Church burglary. 
18-19 February: Church arson.
19-21 February: Church window damaged. 

MEDIA DOCUMENTED

ATTACKS AGAINST

PLACES OF WORSHIP AND

RELATED INCIDENTS: 

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i s t  d o e s  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  t r u e
e x t e n t  o f  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  r e l i g i o u s  s i t e s  w i t h i n
t h e  g i v e n  t i m e f r a m e .  

R a t h e r ,  i t  i s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  s o m e  i n c i d e n t s
p r e s e n t e d  i n  a n d  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  m e d i a .  T h e
i n d i c a t e d  d a t e s  r e p r e s e n t  e i t h e r  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e
i n c i d e n t  o r  t h e  d a t e  o f  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t .

01 FEBRUARY-28 FEBRUARY

https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/52656/5434103
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/65843/5432390
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/66841/5439815
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/65845/5434239
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/65845/5434239
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/108747/5433216
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/117703/5434682
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/117697/5436702
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/110974/5449705
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/43647/5438503
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/50154/5440289
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/6006/5441197
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/117709/5438520
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/110971/5438712
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/6006/5439497
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/65851/5442562
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/117697/5442032
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/65858/5442086
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/35235/5441674
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/35235/5442751
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/117709/5446028
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/65851/5447181
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/6006/5446830
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/43647/5445537
https://www.magdeburg-klickt.de/unbekannte-zuenden-schaukasten-an/
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/104233/5448680
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France
February: Cemetery vandalised. 
07 February: A man arrested for threatening
death and insulting several priests. 
10 February: Cemetery vandalised. 
12-13 February: Church vandalised. 
16 February: Church theft.
Romania
14 February: Church theft.
18-19 February: Church break-in. 
18-19 February: Church break-in. 
Greece
08 February: Church vandalism.
Portugal
24 February: Church vandalised.
Poland
February: Monastery theft. 
02 February: Church theft. 
03 February: Church fire. 
03-04 February: Cemetery vandalism.
08 February: Church theft.

20 February: Nine-year-old beaten after
pointing to a mosque/xenophobic attack. 
20-21 February: Church burglary. 
20-22 February: Church break-in. 
22 February: Graffiti on synagogue. 
09-23 February: Cemetery theft. 
22-23 February: Cemetery damage.
22-23 February: Church break-in. 
22-23 February: Church theft. 
24 February: Church theft. 
24 February: Stabbing in the mosque area. 
24-25 February: Cemetery theft. 
24-25 February: Church break-in. 
24-26 February: Cemetery theft. 
24-26 February: Church burglary. 
24-27 February: Cemetery theft.
The Netherlands
February: Church theft. 
17 February: Church fire.
17 February: Church vandalised. 
Belgium
04-05 February: Church fire. 

https://www.dhnet.be/regions/liege/2023/02/13/villers-le-bouillet-du-vandalisme-au-cimetiere-de-warnant-RRX7T5YVNBHGREP44QPMWUORNU/
https://www.ouest-france.fr/societe/faits-divers/paris-un-homme-fiche-s-interpelle-pour-avoir-menace-de-mort-et-insulte-plusieurs-pretres-349f209a-a86b-11ed-a860-558fa52a32fc
https://www.valeursactuelles.com/regions/provence-alpes-cote-dazur/hautes-alpes/briancon/faits-divers/briancon-le-carre-militaire-du-cimetiere-vandalise-le-maire-accuse-des-groupuscules-dextreme-gauche
https://94.citoyens.com/2023/choisy-le-roi-leglise-saint-martin-vandalisee,15-02-2023.html
https://www.lavenir.net/regions/luxembourg/2023/02/16/vol-dune-sculpture-en-chene-a-leglise-de-florenville-R2DLMV7NLFCZNHNYAVBN7VGFFY/
https://specialarad.ro/indragostit-de-jaf-un-tanar-retinut-pentru-furt-dintr-o-biserica/
https://www.antena3.ro/actualitate/locale/biserici-sparte-hoti-bani-cutia-milei-vintu-de-jos-alba-666268.html
https://www.antena3.ro/actualitate/locale/biserici-sparte-hoti-bani-cutia-milei-vintu-de-jos-alba-666268.html
https://www.ekklisiaonline.gr/nea/thessaloniki-eklepsan-ke-vandalisan-tin-ekklisia-ton-i-n-agiou-tryfonos-sto-melissochori/
https://ominho.pt/viana-vandalizados-muros-da-capela-da-senhora-da-agonia/
https://korso24.pl/podkarpacie/kradl-w-kosciele-lupem-zlodzieja-padl-pozlacany-kielich-mszalny-co-jeszcze-zniknelo-z-bazyliki-w-lezajsku/DP0hxA5eJGFHOJsEP6wg
https://gloswielkopolski.pl/kradziez-w-kosciele-w-gnieznie-kobieta-ukradla-lichtarz-i-oddala-go-do-lombardu-jest-poszukiwana-przez-policje/ar/c1-17261965
https://tyna.info.pl/pl/765_na-sygnale/200986_pozar-w-kosciele-na-miejsce-wezwano-cztery-zastepy-strazakow-foto-.html
https://radiopoznan.fm/informacje/pozostale/sprofanowali-i-zdewastowali-cmentarz-parafia-spod-leszna-prosi-o-pomoc-w-ustaleniu-sprawcow
https://tarnowskiegory.naszemiasto.pl/zatrzymali-zlodzieja-ktory-ukradl-pieniadze-z-kosciola-w/ar/c1-9207551
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/35235/5446245
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/110972/5447528
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/117696/5448032
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/126719/5448624
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/44151/5450734
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/117698/5450428
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/110972/5449031
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/12727/5449146
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/110974/5449705
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/4970/5449768
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/35235/5450224
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/117687/5450162
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/65845/5452069
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/65857/5450378
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/68437/5451557
https://www.bndestem.nl/alphen-chaam/alle-koperen-regenpijpen-van-chaamse-kerk-gestolen-dieven-kwamen-nacht-later-terug-voor-de-laatste~a327fe79/?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F
https://www.noordhollandsdagblad.nl/cnt/dmf20230217_51166441?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic
https://www.kn.nl/nieuws/lokaal/vandalisme-schrikt-parochie-in-etten-leur-op/
https://www.vrt.be/vrtnws/nl/2023/02/05/zware-brand-in-huldenberg-verwoest-dak-van-roemeense-kerk-en-sch/
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UK
February: Threat letter sent to mosque.
03 February: Church garden vandalised. 
04 February: Church theft. 
04-05 February: Church vandalised. 
09 February: Church vandalised.
09 February: Church vandalised. 
12-23 February: Church theft. 
20 February: Church theft.
Ukraine
06 February: Church fire.
07 February: Church break-in. 
08 February: Church burned down. 
13 February: Church vandalised.
15 February: Church vandalised.
15 February: Church fire. 

16 February: Church theft.
24 February: Church theft.  
Italy
February: Church theft. 
01 February: Church theft. 
02 February: Church theft. 
03 February: Church theft. 
03 February: Church theft.
07 February: Church theft.
08-10 February: Church theft.
09 February: Church theft.
16 February: Cemetery vandalised. 
18-19 February: Church theft. 
19 February: Church theft. 
19-20 February: Church theft.
20 February: Church theft. 
21 February: Church thefts. 
Serbia
February: Jewish cemetery in Belgrade
vandalized in antisemitic attack. 

https://www.islamiq.de/2023/02/16/es-haetten-mehr-muslime-sterben-muessen-moschee-erhaelt-islamfeindlichen-brief/?fbclid=IwAR2SjOD-qRaPknuShJH5L1-wPKwxvAtrntvUIqoBpqdGTGkZ813DuJCSv_8
https://www.glasgowtimes.co.uk/news/scottish-news/23305550.glasgow-church-hit-community-garden-vandalised/
https://www.inverness-courier.co.uk/news/police-inquiries-ongoing-following-theft-from-church-302404/
https://thestrayferret.co.uk/historic-ripon-church-is-attacked-by-vandals/
https://www.argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk/2023/02/17/church-struck-by-vandals/
https://www.scottishdailyexpress.co.uk/news/scottish-news/horror-dismal-disgusting-fk-pope-29183407
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/news/latest-news/lectern-stolen-church
https://www.newsandstar.co.uk/news/23342715.silverware-money-stolen-st-johns-church-keswick/
https://www.volynpost.com/news/217671-u-seli-na-volyni-de-zgorila-cerkva-buduvatymut-novyj-hram
https://spzh.news/ua/news/71841-nastojatel-zaklikav-virjan-zakhistiti-khram-upts-u-trebukhovi
https://spzh.news/ua/news/71774-u-kurnomu-zhoriv-pokrovskij-khram-upts
https://spzh.news/ua/news/71911-na-vinnichini-zaareshtovano-vandala-shcho-napav-iz-sokiroju-na-rozpjattja-ta-khram
https://news.church.ua/2023/02/17/na-bukovini-cholovik-u-netverezomu-stani-rozbiv-vikna-ta-dveri-pravoslavnogo-xramu/?fbclid=IwAR0RnWqOv7kp2fmHrYBcr_3utqR2RVGLxsMCH4u__D7u7E_CedRulLvaHp8#2023-02-28
https://7dniv.rv.ua/suspilstvo/tserkovnyy-budynok-zahorivsia-na-rivnenshchyni/
https://www.tvp.info/66391219/byly-pacjent-ukradl-przedmioty-liturgiczne-ze-szpitalnej-kaplicy-i-zakopal-je-w-lesie
https://warminsko-mazurska.policja.gov.pl/ol/aktualnosci/102956,Zarzuty-i-dozor-policji-za-kradziez-pieniedzy-ze-skarbonek-w-kosciele.html
https://www.tp24.it/2023/02/21/cronaca/marsala-rubata-la-campana-della-chiesa-nbsp-maria-ss-del-rosario-di-contrada-samperi/187230
https://www.statoquotidiano.it/01/02/2023/ischitella-furto-in-chiesa-rubata-la-borraccia-argentea-della-statua-di-san-rocco/974089/
https://www.ilrestodelcarlino.it/modena/cronaca/finale-emilia-rubate-le-casse-del-coro-alla-chiesa-del-seminario-7204293c
https://www.ilgiorno.it/brescia/cronaca/furto-chiesa-santa-maria-vittoria-1.8506043
https://primatreviglio.it/cronaca/dopo-il-furto-in-chiesa-un-benefattore-dona-una-nuova-bussola-per-le-offerte/
https://abruzzoweb.it/altino-furto-nella-chiesa-di-san-rocco-ladri-di-ostie-e-arredi-sacri-in-azione/
https://www.ilcittadino.it/stories/sudmilano/le-parrocchie-di-san-donato-sotto-attacco-dei-ladri-lultimo-raid-nella-chiesa_85489_96/
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SOAR RESOURCES

SOAR is delighted to present to you the
most important publications in the field of
security of places of worship.

Our Resources page contains SOAR and
other publications that are designed to aid
you in keeping your place of worship safe.

The Resources page is available Here.

The SOAR Project is committed to help
keep communities safe. As part of our
project we deliver protective security
training and risk assessments for places of
worship. 

If you would like to request a SOAR training
event or a risk assessment for your place of
worship please do so Here.

Registration for upcoming events: Here.

REQUEST A SOAR

TRAINING EVENT OR RISK

ASSESSMENT

W H E R E :  G E R M A N Y ,  F R A N C E ,

T H E  N E T H E R L A N D S ,  B E L G I U M ,

D E N M A R K ,  H U N G A R Y ,  A U S T R I A

https://soarproject.eu/resources/
https://soarproject.eu/resources/
https://soarproject.eu/event-request/
https://soarproject.eu/events/
https://soarproject.eu/event-request/

