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We are delighted to bring to you this Newsletter for January 2022!
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took place in Europe & the world this month. 
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Enhancing 
Faith Institutions

P L A C E S     P E O P L E     P R O G R A M M E S
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The call for best practice architectural examples is meant as

a vehicle to promote and advance the expertise of European

architects in Security by Design of public spaces and in

particular religious buildings in their urban context. It is also

a way to enhance the ACE policy positions, for example, on

the quality of architecture and urban spaces for cultural and

social use. 

The call for best practice examples of religious architecture

as part of public space in Europe invites entries of new

buildings and ensembles, as well as conservation,

restoration, and interventions on existing structures. Works

must have been completed under the oversight of a qualified

architectural team. The submitted projects will be assessed

by the professional jury appointed within the SOAR

programme. 

The selected projects will be exhibited and featured in a

booklet of ‘Best Practice Examples’ and on the SOAR project

website. Additionally, they will assist in developing design

guidelines to improve security of religious sites.

Architectural practices of any size are welcome to join and

submit their best built project (one project per firm

maximum). The projects can be places of worship of any faith

(synagogue, church, mosque, temple etc.), which

demonstrate the application of SBD concepts and can be

either new constructions or renovations. The buildings must

be completed and should be located in Europe, in any

country which is eligible for participation within the EU

funding scheme for the SOAR programme. 

For more information please following the following link:

https://bit.ly/SOARcall. 

Architecture for Security
by Design of Places of
Worship - Call for Best
Practice Examples
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https://www.ace-cae.eu/activities/eu-funded-projects/on-going-projects/soar-call-for-architecture-best-practice-examples/
https://bit.ly/SOARcall


SOAR Interview
We want to hear from
you! 
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We encourage you to participate in our study to help

identify the security concerns with regard to religious

sites and communities across 7 EU countries (Austria,

Belgium, France, Germany, Hungary, Netherlands, and

Denmark). 

Your participation will involve a one-hour online

interview and will aid our understanding of security

issues faced by religious communities. (Upon your

request, participation is anonymous).

 If you would like to be involved, please send an email

to: marko.juntunen@kirkonulkomaanapu.fi. 

International Day of
Commemoration in
memory of the victims of
the Holocaust
27 January marks the International Day of Commemoration

in memory of the victims of the Holocaust. “This day was

chosen by the United Nations General Assembly to mark the

liberation of the Auschwitz Birkenau German Nazi

Concentration and Extermination Camp (1940-1945).”

We would like to recall the EU Strategy on combating

antisemitism and fostering Jewish life (2021-2030). SOAR

stands against antisemitism, discrimination, racism, and

other forms of intolerance. On 27 January we remember

and pay tribute to victims of the Holocaust.

https://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/publications/files/Under_Pressure_Top_Five_Report_2020_01.pdf
https://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/publications/files/Under_Pressure_Top_Five_Report_2020_01.pdf
https://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/publications/files/Under_Pressure_Top_Five_Report_2020_01.pdf
https://report-antisemitism.de/documents/RIAS_Berlin_-_Bericht_-_Antisemitische_Vorfaelle_Jan_Jun_2021.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0qf452cz0hAomTk-8JWdrO91WaOvX80ch0D0fW5HkKKVIX0Qq4Z885mhU
https://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/about-us
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/eu-strategy-combating-antisemitism-and-fostering-jewish-life-2021-2030_en


Remembering David
Sassoli, the European
Parliament President
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We are saddened to hear about the passing of David

Sassoli, the European Parliament President and Italian

social democrat. 

Prior to his political career, David Sassoli was a successful

TV news presenter. During his presidency, he was able to

direct the European Parliament during the extraordinarily

difficult times of the pandemic. 

We join members of the European Commission and EU

Council in offering condolences to his colleagues, friends,

and family.

As a response to the rise of attacks on mosques and

Islamic institutions, the Central Council of Muslims in

Germany called on the administrations of Islamic

institutions and mosques to appoint Security and Safety

Commissioners to increase the security of religious

sites. 

 The Council aims to train the newly appointed Security

and Safety Commissioners in coordination with the

SOAR project. 

The training will be focused on diverse aspects of

security for places of worship and will address the

principle of Security by Design and its implementation. 

The Central Council of
Muslims Calls for
Securing Mosques in
Germany

https://www.osce.org/odihr/506386
https://www-alhadathlifriqui-com.translate.goog/2021/12/16/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%88-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%AA%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86/?_x_tr_sl=ar&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=de
https://soarproject.eu/
https://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/publications/files/Under_Pressure_Top_Five_Report_2020_01.pdf
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Anniversary of Charlie
Hebdo shooting and
Hypercacher kosher
supermarket siege
7th of January marks the Anniversary of the Charlie

Hebdo shooting in Paris. Two armed brothers, entered

the offices of the controversial newspaper, killed 12

people and injured 11. 

9th of January marks the Anniversary of the

Hypercacher kosher supermarket siege in East Paris, 2

days after the Charlie Hebdo incident. An armed man

killed 4 people and took several hostages. 

Our thoughts go to all victims of terrorism, all those

affected by acts of terror, and we stand in solidarity with

all victims and survivors. 

The SOAR project dedicates its efforts towards the

protection of religious sites and communities against

terrorist attacks and hate crimes.

Gérald Darmanin, France’s Interior Minister, announced the

plan to release 4 million Euros to better secure places of

worship against crime. The resources will mainly be

focussed to the finance of video protection and be primarily

directed to the Catholic Church. 

The fund will be made available through the Interministerial

Fund for the Prevention of Delinquency and Radicalization.

Under this Fund religious associations that manage

sensitive sites may apply for enhancing the physical

protection of places of worship. 

France: 4 million Euros
to Better Secure Places
of Worship

https://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/publications/files/Under_Pressure_Top_Five_Report_2020_01.pdf
https://twitter.com/GDarmanin/status/1481584866642780163?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1481694653103714305%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es3_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Ffr.aleteia.org%2F2022%2F01%2F15%2Fle-chiffre-4-millions-deuros-le-montant-debloque-pour-securiser-les-lieux-de-culte%2F
https://twitter.com/SG_CIPDR/status/1481694653103714305?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1481694653103714305%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Ffr.aleteia.org%2F2022%2F01%2F15%2Fle-chiffre-4-millions-deuros-le-montant-debloque-pour-securiser-les-lieux-de-culte%2F
https://www.osce.org/odihr/506386


UNAOC Press Statement
on the Attacks on
Religious Sites that Took
Place in 2021

Radicalisation Awareness Network (RAN) published the

latest edition of the RAN Practitioners Spotlight magazine in

January 2022. The magazine focuses on interviews with

practitioners and Working Group leads that discuss the

threat of the lone actor. 

Furthermore, RAN published a short film on 13th of January

2022, that focuses on the lone actor terror threat and recent

attacks in Norway and UK. The film includes discussions

with the following experts: Paul Gill (Professor/Researcher

at University College London), Cathrine Thorleifsson (RAN

External Expert) and Philippe Vansteenkiste (Lead of RAN

Victims of Terrorism Working Group). 

RAN Publications
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The High Representative for the United Nations Alliance

of Civilizations, Mr. Miguel Ángel Moratinos, strongly

condemns the attacks on religious sites that took place

in 2021. 

According to the Press Statement released on 19th of

January 2022, Mr. Miguel Ángel Moratinos “recalls the

UN Plan of Action to Safeguard Religious Sites, […], and

calls on all governments and relevant stakeholders to

support the implementation of the Plan to guarantee

the safety of holy sites and worshipers.”

https://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/publications/files/Under_Pressure_Top_Five_Report_2020_01.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/networks/radicalisation-awareness-network-ran/ran-media/ran-spotlight/spotlight-lone-actor-challenge_en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fql7LH-e-JI
https://www.osce.org/odihr/506386
https://www.unaoc.org/2022/01/press-statement-on-the-attacks-on-religious-sites-that-took-place-in-2021/


Where: Aachen, Germany

When: 23 January 2022

The SOAR Project is happy to announce the successful

delivery of our training event that took place in Aachen,

Germany on 23rd January 2022. 

Our team shared important aspects of security for places of

worship and directed the audience towards a new

knowledge base that will help them better secure their

religious site. The event was attended by numerous faith

leaders, faith institution management, and volunteers. 

The SOAR project’s training and outreach is interfaith in

nature, supporting all faiths and faith institutions to stay safe

and secure across Europe. 

We are looking forward to continuing our work in advancing

the protection and safeguarding of places of worship across

Europe.

Mark your calendars and do not forget to keep an eye on our

website for more information on our upcoming Events.

SOAR/Aachen Training
Event
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https://soarproject.eu/


SOAR/Strasbourg
Training Event

SOAR/Frankfurt
Training Event

Where: Frankfurt, Germany

When: 04 February 2022

The SOAR Project is delighted to announce our upcoming

training event in Frankfurt, Germany! 

The event will take place on 04th February 2022, 4-6pm.

The project adopts an interfaith approach in our training

and outreach, supporting to keep all faiths and faith

institutions safe and secure across Europe. 

Registration available here.

SOAR  |  I SSUE  7  08 :  WWW.SOARPROJECT .EU

Where: Strasbourg, France

When: 03 February 2022

The SOAR Project is delighted to announce our

upcoming training event in Strasbourg, France!

The event will take place on 03rd February 2022, 12-2

pm. The project adopts an interfaith approach in our

training and outreach, supporting to keep all faiths and

faith institutions safe and secure across Europe. 

Registration available here.

Mark your calendars and do not forget to keep an eye

on our website for more information on our upcoming

Events.

https://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/publications/files/Under_Pressure_Top_Five_Report_2020_01.pdf
https://www.osce.org/odihr/506386
https://soarproject.eu/event/auftaktveranstaltung-frankfurt/
https://soarproject.eu/event/strasbourg-launch-event/
https://soarproject.eu/


UNAOC Symposium on
Role of Religion and
Faith-Based
Organizations in
International Affairs will
Push to Combat Racism

Raising Awareness and

Building Effective

Communication
Where: Online

When: 20 January 2022

The OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human

Rights (ODIHR) and the World Jewish Congress and the

European Commission Coordinator on combating

antisemitism and fostering Jewish life organized the online

event tittles “National Security Institutions and the Jewish

Community in Estonia: Raising Awareness and Building

Effective Communication”. 

The event aimed to raise awareness regarding the “history

of Jewish life and culture in Estonia”. 
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Where: Online

When: 25 January 2022

The 8th Annual Symposium on the Role of Religion and

Faith-Based Organizations in International Affairs took

place on 25th January 2022. The event addressed

“Mobilizing Moral Influence and Governance to End the

Systemic Injustices of Racism, the legacy of Colonialism

and Slavery”. 

For more information please visit:

https://www.unaoc.org/2022/01/symposium-role-of-

religion-and-faith-based-organizations/. 

https://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/publications/files/Under_Pressure_Top_Five_Report_2020_01.pdf
https://www.osce.org/odihr/506386
https://www.osce.org/odihr/506386
https://www.osce.org/odihr/506386
https://www.osce.org/odihr/509807
https://www.unaoc.org/2022/01/symposium-role-of-religion-and-faith-based-organizations/


Media documented Attacks
Against Places of Worship and
Related Incidents: 15
December 2021-23 January
2022

31 December 2021: Church vandalism. 

January 2022: Cemetery theft. 

January 2022: Cemetery theft. 

January 2022: Cemetery theft and vandalism. 

01 January 2022: Church vandalism. 

01-02 January 2022. Theft and desecration of Church. 

05 January 2022: Church vandalism. 

06 January 2022: Church vandalised. 

06-07 January 2022: Church vandalism.

08-09 January 2022: Theft from the basilica of Sacré-Coeur. 

09-10 January 2022: Two churches vandalised. 

16 January 2022: Church fire. 

Germany

28 December 2021: Church theft. 

31 December 2021: Muslim cemetery vandalised.

16 January 2022: Mosque fire. 

23 January 2022: Shots at mosque. 

SOAR  |  I SSUE  7  10 :  WWW.SOARPROJECT .EU

The following list does not represent the true extent of attacks against religious

sites within the given timeframe. Rather, it is a representation of some incidents

presented in and covered by the media.

France

December 2021: Cemetery damaged. 

December 2021: Cemetery damage. 

December 2021: Nativity scene vandalised. 

December 2021: Cemetery theft. 

December 2021: Cemetery theft. 

15-16 December 2021: Three churches and a cemetery

were tagged. 

17 December 2021: Church vandalism. 

24 December 2021: Muslim prayer room damage. 

24-25 December 2021: Degradation in front of a Muslim

prayer room. 

26 December 2021: Nativity scene on fire in a church. 

https://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/publications/files/Under_Pressure_Top_Five_Report_2020_01.pdf
https://www.republicain-lorrain.fr/amp/faits-divers-justice/2022/01/03/incivilites-a-l-eglise-et-au-presbytere
https://www.lejsl.com/faits-divers-justice/2022/01/04/une-famille-outree-par-un-vol-au-cimetiere
https://www.lejsl.com/faits-divers-justice/2022/01/04/une-famille-outree-par-un-vol-au-cimetiere
https://www.leprogres.fr/faits-divers-justice/2022/01/04/vol-d-une-statue-au-cimetiere
https://www.lalsace.fr/faits-divers-justice/2022/01/07/les-faits-divers-de-ce-vendredi-7-janvier-vols-de-benitiers-au-cimetiere-de-village-neuf
https://www.lanouvellerepublique.fr/poitiers/poitiers-une-statue-du-christ-victime-de-vandalisme-a-l-eglise-saint-porchaire
https://www.leberry.fr/genouilly-18310/actualites/vol-et-profanation-dans-l-eglise-de-genouilly_14069399/
https://www.facebook.com/diocese.de.saint.denis/posts/2008975362609364
https://m.lanouvellerepublique.fr/poitiers%252Fpoitiers-six-statues-vandalisees-a-l-eglise-sainte-therese-de-bel-air
https://www.leparisien.fr/val-de-marne-94/ils-ont-emporte-le-corps-du-christ-a-vitry-le-choc-apres-la-profanation-de-leglise-saint-germain-10-01-2022-4FS2XI6L4BDSNIHIAF2GC33DRI.php
https://www.famillechretienne.fr/37608/article/desarroi-a-paray-le-monial-apres-le-vol-dune-relique-de-jean-paul-ii
https://www.religionenlibertad.com/europa/845275602/oleada-profanaciones-iglesias-catolicas-francia.html
https://www.ouest-france.fr/bretagne/fougeres-35300/fougeres-depart-de-feu-dans-une-eglise-de-la-ville-341f41fc-76f0-11ec-9310-33052aa5b842
https://www.hellwegradio.de/artikel/schon-wieder-kirchen-diebstahl-in-soest-1174050.html
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/politik/iserlohn-grabschaendung-reaktionen-1.5500587
https://www.islamiq.de/2022/01/16/brand-an-moschee-innenraeume-nicht-mehr-nutzbar/
https://www.islamiq.de/2022/01/24/erneut-schuesse-auf-moschee-in-halle/
https://www.lavoixdunord.fr/1114675/article/2021-12-16/au-cimetiere-d-hautmont-des-tombes-percutees-par-des-vehicules?&pwback
https://www.republicain-lorrain.fr/faits-divers-justice/2021/12/14/huit-tombes-attaquees-au-pied-de-biche-pour-leur-laiton
https://www.courrier-picard.fr/id263990/article/2021-12-28/la-creche-vandalisee-huppy
https://www.lejsl.com/faits-divers-justice/2021/12/27/un-vol-de-plantes-a-eu-lieu-au-cimetiere
https://www.lavoixdunord.fr/1120057/article/2021-12-28/des-croix-en-bronze-derobees-dans-les-cimetieres-de-flers-bourg-et-annappes
https://www.lavoixdunord.fr/1117302/article/2021-12-21/apres-carly-et-dannes-une-troisieme-eglise-taguee-d-une-fleur-de-lys-camiers
https://www.letelegramme.fr/finistere/la-roche-maurice/l-eglise-de-la-roche-maurice-fermee-apres-des-actes-de-vandalisme-23-12-2021-12894905.php
https://www.francebleu.fr/infos/faits-divers-justice/degradations-de-lieux-de-priere-en-isere-une-nouvelle-expertise-psychiatrique-demandee-1640968696
https://www.francebleu.fr/infos/faits-divers-justice/la-mure-gerald-darmanin-denonce-des-degradations-devant-une-salle-de-priere-musulmane-1640708766
https://www.ouest-france.fr/normandie/trevieres-14710/a-trevieres-la-creche-prend-feu-dans-l-eglise-f1b5d7b8-6673-11ec-a7af-efdf3001c265


Serbia

06-07 January 2022: Hate call to shoot at mosques. 

United Kingdom

18-21 December 2021: Church vandalised. 

21 and 25 December 2021: Church vandalism. 

23 December 2021: Church vandalism. 

26 December 2021: Stones thrown at a Jewish school. 

04 January 2022: Theft from church's nativity scene crib. 

05-06 January 2022: Church theft. 

22 January 2022: Two women stabbed outside church. 

January 2022: Church theft. 
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The Netherlands

31 December 2021: Firebomb thrown at church. 

Belgium

09 January 2022: Church vandalism. 

03 January 2022: Animal from nativity scene at church

killed.

Italy

26-27 December 2021: Church theft. 

10 January 2022: Nazi flag on coffin at funeral. 

Greece

01 January 2022: Explosion at church.

23 January 2022: Mosque explosion. 

Poland

23 January 2022: Tourist gives Nazi salute outside

gates of Auschwitz.

Switzerland

31 December 2021: Church fire.

Moldova

17 January 2022: Church vandalism. 

Ukraine

December 2021: Church theft. 

https://balkaninsight.com/2022/01/11/serbia-probes-ethnic-hate-incidents-against-bosniaks-in-priboj/
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2022/7-january/news/uk/uk-news-in-brief
https://www.yorkshireeveningpost.co.uk/news/crime/disgust-after-christmas-vandalism-at-bramley-church-as-windows-smashed-3516120
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-hereford-worcester-59852413
https://twitter.com/Shomrim/status/1475166890075078657?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1475166890075078657%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fantisemitism.org%2Fwoman-arrested-after-allegedly-throwing-stones-at-jewish-school-in-stamford-hill%2F
https://www.chepstowbeacon.co.uk/article.cfm?id=118859&headline=Theft%20from%20church%27s%20nativity%20scene%20crib&sectionIs=news&searchyear=2022
https://www.questmedianetwork.co.uk/news/glossop-chronicle/appeal-after-flagstones-stolen-from-glossop-church/
https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/1554194/london-stabbing-harrow-church-two-women-knife-attack-station-road
https://www.thescottishsun.co.uk/news/scottish-news/8253348/glasgow-church-thief-bowed-robbing-poor-box/
https://www.gld.nl/nieuws/7515655/brandbom-treft-arnhemse-kerk-dit-is-een-aanslag
https://www.sudinfo.be/id438117/article/2022-01-11/leglise-de-bouvignes-dinant-vandalisee-ils-se-sont-acharnes-coups-de-pied-video
https://www.nieuwsblad.be/cnt/dmf20220104_97490409
http://www.noixvoi24.it/it-it/notizie/61ca2298d199705033003191/nella-chiesa-di-san-michele-a-vasto-rubata-la-pisside-con-le-ostie-consacrate
https://www.euronews.com/2022/01/11/rome-swastika-controversy-catholic-church-slams-nazi-flag-on-coffin-at-funeral?fbclid=IwAR011MAHGFdFlRA9BEYeNhkOizS03ztdRb_3dZW42sp9snH7OVV3rbdbdy4
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Book Your FREE Security
Training 

Keeping your Places of Worship safe

Understanding Risk

Protective Security for faith leaders

Processions and Events safety

Health and Safety

and much more 

If you are a faith group with a place of worship  based in either

Germany, Belgium, Netherlands, Denmark, Hungary, Austria

and/or France, the following training will be available (subject

to availability):

Training topics  include-

Get in touch: info@soarproject.eu
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https://soarproject.eu/join/
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Follow Us 

https://www.facebook.com/SOAREurope https://twitter.com/SOARProjectEU

Join the Practitioner
Network  

Do you have a security background?

Are you involved with security in a place of worship or

linked to a religious institution?

Are you involved in the management and leadership of

your place of worship and interested in learning about

security?

If the answer is 'yes!' then get in touch and potentially be

involved with the pan European security peer to peer

network being facilitated by the SOAR project send an

email to: info@soarproject.eu.
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