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STRENGTHENING THE SECURITY AND RESILIENCE
* * OF AT-RISK RELIGIOUS SITES AND COMMUNITIES

Working to Keep Places of Worship and
Communities Safe in Europe

Editorial Note

We are delighted to bring you our September 2021 Newsletter!
This edition outlines the progress of the SOAR project and
provides an update on the most important developments
regarding security-protection of places of worship and
communities within Europe.

Unfortunately, places of worship continue to be vulnerable
targets. They are constantly targeted by hate crimes and
terrorist acts. We aim to dedicate our efforts towards the
protection of religious sites and communities. Our objective is to
achieve this goal by further implementing a ‘security by design’
(SBD) concept and providing bespoke training throughout our 7
EU pilot countries: Denmark, Hungary, Germany, France, the
Netherlands, Austria, and Belgium.
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Disclaimer: The content of this document represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole responsibility.
The European Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the information it contains.
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https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-peace
https://www.i-report.eu/aktuelles/aktuelle-meldungen/bundesweites-i-report-monitoring-startet-im-sommer/

Questionnaire

I’—P I Enhancing Strengthening the security and resilience of at-risk religious sites and communities
Faith Institutions
PLACES + PEOPLE - PROGRAMMES (SOAR), is a project aimed at identifying the security concerns of religious sites and

communities in 7 EU countries. Taking part in this survey will help improve the security
of religious communities and sites by giving them a chance to express their concerns
and wishes on how they want to improve their safety and wellbeing, while
simultaneously providing a better understanding about the security challenges

Finn Church Aid religious communities face for policy makers.

e et e Tell us what you are thinking with regards to protecting your places of
uCe— worship? Help us design and shape European policy and develop an effective
Cag. training programme that will be delivered across Europe.

S This questionnaire is meant for faith leaders and religious site staff of all faiths.

The Network for
Tl @ https://soarproject.eu/questionnaire/

Peacemakers

w@ °)

This project has received funding from the European Union’s ISFP-2020- AG-Protect
programme under grant agreement No 101034222

£
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https://soarproject.eu/questionnaire/
https://www.osce.org/odihr/odihr-at-30
https://www.osce.org/odihr/odihr-at-30
https://www.osce.org/odihr/odihr-at-30
https://www.osce.org/odihr/odihr-at-30
https://www.osce.org/odihr/odihr-at-30
https://www.osce.org/odihr/odihr-at-30
https://www.osce.org/odihr/odihr-at-30
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International Day of
Peace-21 September

United Nations General Assembly established 21st of
September the International Day of Pease in 1981. In
2001, the Day was voted by the General Assembly as a

period of non-violence and cease-fire.

This year's theme for the International Day of Peace is
“Recovering better for an equitable and sustainable
world”. On this day we celebrate peace and are standing
up against hate. We should spread tolerance, kindness,
and hope. We should aim for a violence free world

empowered by diversity and peace.

As we recover from the COVID-19 pandemic, we should
take this opportunity to further strive for equality,
equity, and sustainability. We should continue fighting
against discrimination, violence, and hate by building

resiling and encouraging positive change.

https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-

peace

>
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https://www.i-report.eu/aktuelles/aktuelle-meldungen/bundesweites-i-report-monitoring-startet-im-sommer/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-peace

SOAR

STRENGTHENING THE SECURITY AND RESILIENCE
* OF AT-RISK RELIGIOUS SITES AND COMMUNITIES

SOAR is the ‘Strengthening the security and
resilience of at-risk religious sites and
communities’ (SOAR) programme funded by the
EU, working in seven EU member states.

SOAR cordially invites you to the
BRUSSELS SOAR LAUNCH EVENT

Renaissance Brussels Hotel
Rue du Parnasse 19, 1050 Bruxelles, Belgium
12.00pm - 2.00pm / RSVP
Presentation & Lunch provided

Faith Leaders / Faith Institution Management / EU Personnel

Funded by Delivery Partners

WS

ace-

cae.
Finn Church Aid au

Brussels SOAR Launch Event

WHEN : 7 October 2021, 12:00 - 14:00.
WHERE : Brussels

The SOAR project is happy to invite you to our
Launch Event in Brussels. The event
welcomes Faith Leaders, Faith Institution

Management and EU Personnel.

The registration can be completed here

For more information please contact the
SOAR Community Development Officer (CDO)
for Belgium, Netherlands and Denmark,

Atefeh Sadegi: atefehs@efiorg.eu.

%2 VILLE DE NIC
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https://efus.eu/
https://efus.eu/
https://soarproject.eu/brussels-soar-project-launch-event/

G20 Interfaith Forum 2021

SOAR and EFlI's Community Development Officer (CDO),
Atefeh Sadeghi, attended and presented the SOAR project
at the G20 Interfaith Forum 2021, which took place in
Bologna, Italy from 12th - 14th September.

SOAR'’s CDO, Atefeh Sadeghi, was part of the Ministerial
Session panel titled ‘Religious Affairs & Peaceful
Coexistence’ where she was joined by notable international
policy leaders including Pakistan’s Minister of religious

affairs, Indonesia’s Minister of religious affairs, Oman’s

a

undersecretary of religious affairs and Bahrain’s Minister of

G20 INTERFAITH FORUM PROTECTING PLAGES OF WORSHIP Justice.
BOLOGNA, ITALY SECURITY RESEARGH AND INNOVATION
WEBINAR

Shaukat Warraich, Director of EFI, presented the SOAR
Project on 2nd September at G20 Interfaith Forum during

( )
* . \
Atefeh Sadeghi Shaukat Warraich - Director of the during the webinar titled Protecting Places of Worship
Community nent Officer (CDO) EFI & SOAR is presenting on
from EFL will be speaking abo OAR 'SOAR- Strengthening the
: ; security & resilience of at risk

religious sites' program

CLGIELLL L i ELEEETL https://soarproject.eu/soar-attends-the-g20-interfaith-
forum-in-italy/

Security research and Innovation.

European Academy of
Religion Conference
2021

Welcome to #EuARe2021

The hybrid #EuARe2021 conference organized by the
Westfilische Wilhelms-Universitat Miinster, Germany,
30th August-2nd September, focused on the
overarching topic of ‘Religion and Change’.

SOAR's panel discussion covered key aspects of
Security by Design & it's principles, as well as
explaining the work being done in engaging and
training faith leaders, institutional management, and
volunteers in local, regional and national events.

https://soarproject.eu/soar-features-on-its-own-panel-
at-the-european-academy-of-religion-conference-
2021/

Kaashif Awan Atefeh Sadeghi Paul Smith
Co-Director, EFI Community Dev. Officer, EFI Senior Project Officer, EFI
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https://efiorg.eu/

Risk scenarios

attacks
Resilience
Robustness

Security
by Design

Interior Design
Exterior Design
Landscape Architecture
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Risk assessment
Protection against
Crime/Terrorist

What is SBD?

Security by Design
Protecting Places of
Worship in Europe

‘Security by Design’ (SBD) is a concept in the protection of

public spaces that promotes the idea that security is best

achieved if addressed from the very beginning of the planning

and design of a public space.

Sensors
Artificial
Intelligence

This concept is the guiding principle of the European

Commission's 'Action Plan to Support the Protection of Public

Spaces' and is also endorsed and applied by the SOAR

Overall Vision
(Proximities,
bottlenecks, etc.)
Traffic flow

visit our website: www.efiorg.eu.

‘Strengthening the security and resilience of at-risk religious

sites and communities’ programme.

For more information please contact EFI on: info@efiorg.eu or

SBD Publication: https://efiorg.eu/resources/.

MIGRATION:
KEY FUNDAMENTAL
RIGHTS CONCERNS

01.01.2021 - 30.06.2021

dEaa

QUARTERLY BULLETIN

CASCLANE: Thi rep o conntry regor

B contans
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daet gl dvioe o . The report does not
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Media documented Attacks
Against Places of Worship and
Related Incidents 23 August- 23
September 2021

The following list does not represent the true extent of attacks against
religious sites within the given time frame. Rather, it shows a number of
incidents present in and covered by the media in the given period of time.

22-23 September 2021: Mosque attacked. (Germany)
19 September 2021: Person attack in churchyard. (UK)
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September 2021: Hindu Temple vandalism. (UK)

September 2021: Defacing of historic church. (Ireland)
September 2021: Cemetery theft. (France)
20 September 2021: Church theft. (Italy)

17 September 2021: Church Arson. (Germany)
16 September 2021: Church vandalism. (Italy)
16 September 2021: Around fifty tombs tagged at the

Champs Hospital. (France)

15 September 2021: Synagogue attack plot.

(Germany)
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https://www.letelegramme.fr/cotes-darmor/guingamp/a-la-basilique-de-guingamp-une-statue-de-la-vierge-prend-feu-14-09-2021-12825848.php
https://sassarioggi.it/sorso/maleducati-sorso-12-settembre-2021/
https://www.sudouest.fr/pyrenees-atlantiques/pau/pau-une-statue-volee-en-plein-bapteme-dans-une-eglise-du-centre-ville-5868029.php
https://www.christianophobie.fr/carte/en-france/centre/ile-de-france/argenteuil-cambriolage-et-profanation-de-leglise-notre-dame-de-lourdes
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-manchester-58528886?fbclid=IwAR3rXjvQpxmaPpHgunMIB4NY3GyaNDg562d1wuM2c1dtrizvRo4NOzonuUU
https://kis.gr/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=953:new-vandal-attack-against-tomb-at-the-jewish-cemetery-of-ioannina&catid=49:2009-05-11-09-28-23
https://www.larepubliquedespyrenees.fr/societe/vols-et-cambriolages/le-tronc-de-l-eglise-d-argagnon-a-ete-pille-5835190.php
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/perth-kinross/2523932/kids-aged-9-and-11-reported-for-smashing-comrie-churchs-windows/
https://actu.fr/nouvelle-aquitaine/mont-de-marsan_40192/mont-de-marsan-incendie-a-l-eglise-saint-medard-une-ecole-confinee_44762177.html
https://www.islamiq.de/2021/09/23/moscheeangriff-in-zwickau-6-scheiben-eingeschlagen/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-oxfordshire-58615287
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-oxfordshire-58615287
https://www.swindonadvertiser.co.uk/news/19590833.hundreds-march-town-centre-solidarity-hindu-community-temple-break-ins/
https://dublinpeople.com/news/dublin/articles/2021/09/15/defacing-historic-church-lucan-condemned-councillors/?fbclid=IwAR06sDZEAacyvPQIGh3b_-1loZOX3iZ0TprmzIPEP6NLvFasxd8Y2aYfppc
https://abonne.lunion.fr/id291584/article/2021-09-10/saint-erme-les-palmes-du-monument-aux-morts-derobees
https://canaledieci.it/2021/09/20/civitavecchia-trafugati-oggetti-sacri-chiesa-san-liborio/
https://www.mittelbayerische.de/region/cham-nachrichten/brandstifter-legt-in-kirche-feuer-20909-art2042968.html
https://www.ilrestodelcarlino.it/modena/cronaca/vandali-danneggiano-vetro-in-chiesa-1.6811026
https://www.lanouvellerepublique.fr/poitiers/poitiers-une-cinquantaine-de-tombes-taguees-dans-un-cimetiere
https://www.lanouvellerepublique.fr/poitiers/poitiers-une-cinquantaine-de-tombes-taguees-dans-un-cimetiere
https://www.euronews.com/2021/09/16/yom-kippur-synagogue-attack-plot-teenager-and-three-others-arrested-in-germany
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ACE calls for Experts on
Security by Design (SBD)

Work with us on the EU Project S.0.A.R. Strengthening the
security and resilience of at-risk religious sites and
communities.

The concept of ‘Security By Design’ (SBD) incorporates
security features into the design and fabric of the building.
Experts in the fields of SBD such as public authority planners,
architects, designers, engineers as well as faith leaders will
be providing support and training in the seven pilot
countries. . For this work the ACE is looking for experts on
security by design to join the jury of the competition and
work as experts in trainings and policy meetings.

Full job description here.

Please contact ACE, if you like to put your application forward

atinfo@ace-cae.eu.

02 September 2021: Vandalism in church. (Spain)

02 September 2021: Church vandalised. (France)

04 September 2021: Mosque attacked. (UK)

05 September 2021: Attempted church theft. (France)
05 September 2021: Graffiti against the Church. (Spain)
30 August 2021: Attempted arson in church. (Germany)

29 August 2021: Armed man arrested near church.

(France)

28 August 2021: Cemetery vandalism. (France)

27 August 2021: Damage and arson at church. (France)
25 August 2021: Church theft. (Italy)

23-24 August 2021: Church vandalism. (France)

August 2021: Desecration of graveyard. (Poland)

August 2021: Cemetery thefts. (France)

August 2021: Church vandalised. (France)
August 2021: Jewish cemetery Vandalised. (UK)

IyFI Enhancing
4 Faith Institutions

PLACES -

PEOPLE -

PROGRAMMES

Follow Us on Social Media

o https://www.facebook.com/SOAREurope

08 WWW.SOARPROJECT.EU

Q https://twitter.com/SOARProjectEU
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https://www.laregion.es/articulo/monterrei/sellan-puerta-iglesia-remedios-pegamento/202109031851271060079.html
https://actu.fr/normandie/le-havre_76351/des-tags-decouverts-sur-les-murs-et-une-porte-de-l-eglise-saint-francois-au-havre_44585638.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-tyne-58468926
https://www.ouest-france.fr/auvergne-rhone-alpes/aix-les-bains-73100/savoie-soupconnees-d-avoir-essaye-de-derober-le-coffre-fort-d-une-eglise-deux-personnes-interpellees-7411781
https://www.ouest-france.fr/auvergne-rhone-alpes/aix-les-bains-73100/savoie-soupconnees-d-avoir-essaye-de-derober-le-coffre-fort-d-une-eglise-deux-personnes-interpellees-7411781
https://www.elcomercio.es/asturias/cuencas/pintadas-iglesia-elementos-monsacro-morcin-20210906004008-ntvo.html
https://www.presseportal.de/blaulicht/pm/11562/5007958
https://www.leparisien.fr/faits-divers/un-homme-arme-interpelle-pres-dune-eglise-a-paris-29-08-2021-GDUI6J5QPJGEBNQ5SPE3WZSPMU.php
https://www.objectifgard.com/2021/08/28/redessan-encore-des-actes-de-vandalisme-au-cimetiere-les-gendarmes-sur-place-ce-samedi-soir/
https://www.republicain-lorrain.fr/faits-divers-justice/2021/08/27/vandalisme-degradations-et-incendie-volontaire-a-l-eglise-protestante-de-behren-les-forbach
https://www.positanonews.it/2021/08/tramonti-furto-sacrilego-in-chiesa-ladri-rubano-loro-della-madonna-e-le-offerte-nella-parrocchia-di-san-felice/3513717/
https://actu.fr/hauts-de-france/beaucamps-le-vieux_80062/beaucamps-le-vieux-l-orgue-de-l-eglise-saccage-dans-la-nuit-du-23-au-24-aout_44439336.html
https://gazetalubuska.pl/zdewastowany-grob-na-cmentarzu-w-zielonej-gorze-jestesmy-zalamani-twierdzi-rodzina-zmarlych/ar/c1-15773472
https://www.francebleu.fr/infos/faits-divers-justice/video-des-habitants-de-vivonne-n-en-peuvent-plus-des-vols-dans-les-cimetieres-1629394758
https://www.lavoixdunord.fr/1049660/article/2021-07-27/des-vitraux-de-la-cathedrale-rescapes-de-la-grande-guerre-ont-ete-explose-coups
https://twitter.com/croupier1970/status/1429086021975744513?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1429086021975744513%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fantisemitism.org%2Fjewish-graves-in-blackpool-toppled-smashed-and-filled-with-litter%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/2657103196/
https://www.ace-cae.eu/services/news/?tx_ttnews%5BbackPid%5D=88&tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=2230&cHash=17946c5a6562840d84af8c4417afde24
mailto:info@ace-cae.eu
https://www.facebook.com/SOAREurope
https://twitter.com/SOARProjectEU

Join the Practitioner
Network

e Do you have a security background?

¢ Are you involved with security in a place of
worship or linked to a religious institution?

¢ Areyouinvolved in the management and
leadership of your place of worship and

interested in learning about security?

If the answer is yes! then get in-touch and potentially
be involved with the pan European security peer to
peer network being facilitated by the SOAR project

send an email to: info@soarproject.eu

Follow Us

0 https://www.facebook.com/SOAREurope 0 https://twitter.com/SOARProjectEU

This project has received funding from the European Union’s ISFP-2020- AG-Protect programme
under grant agreement No: 101034222

Disclaimer: The content of this document represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole responsibility.
The European Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the information it contains.
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https://soarproject.eu/join
https://www.facebook.com/SOAREurope
https://twitter.com/SOARProjectEU
https://www.facebook.com/SOAREurope
https://twitter.com/SOARProjectEU

